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and discipline, are not in active and spontaneous sympathy with us; do not feel that I shaU back them up [here they were thoroughly wrong]; cannot be expected to be on their mettle for a Government that is for disbanding them. The R. M.'s much the same: mean to do what is right in a general way, but being hostile to Government do none of the things that aid a Government, yet which a Government cannot safely ask or suggest to them. We shall immediately be having the summer Assizes: some of the judges will send for the county inspectors, and will fish from them material for charges about the state of the country. More debates in the House, more discouragement or worse in the officials, more defiance from the people. Therefore had I not better swallow the dose and clap on the Coercion handcuff again ?"
I replied to him that I had been ruminating over all this. I never dreamed that we could govern Ireland without a Crimes Act and at the same time without the active and energetic support of the priests and the political leaders. I dropped the first because I counted on the second. My expectation was disappointed. Neither priests nor politicians had put their shoulder to the wheel. In all this he concurred. "But do the strong thing/' he said. "Go down to the House and say you are going to change venue. They will respect you. Then bring out again the strong magistrates, etc. etc."
All this was in perfect good faith. Prima fade it seemed good sense. But prima fade is not meant for serious politics. Any valiant scheme of this sort was wholly impracticable. There was no extensive disorder to warrant recourse to exceptional law. The
VOL. I                                                       2 A in a few months packed safen was the strongest of all of them for peace. Brodrick was not particularly violent, and used language aboutsonal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
